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These quotations explain the signifi-
cance of ANZAC day (taken from 

www.anzacday.org.au):

One day in the year has involved the 
whole of Australia in solemn ceremo-
nies of remembrance, gratitude and 
national pride. That day is ANZAC 
Day - 25 April. Every nation must, 
sooner or later, come for the first time 
to a supreme test of quality; and the 
result of that test will hearten or dis-
hearten those who come afterwards. 
For Australia as a nation that first 
supreme test began in the early hours 
of Sunday 25 April 1915 on the 
Gallipoli Peninsula in the Eastern 
Mediterranean.

In many towns and cities, one of the 
most moving ceremonies is the Dawn 
Service, when family, friends and 
veterans gather as the sun rises. A 
bugler plays the Last Post, and then 
everyone is silent for a minute. It is a 
time for reflection – to think about 
all the Australians who have fought 
and died in all wars, and to remem-
ber their courage and sacrifice.

For many people the Easter thing that 
Christians do is just strange, and makes 
little sense. For Christians, the supreme 
test of how much we matter to God was 
that Jesus came and lived among us and 

cared so much that he laid down his life 
for us: “Greater love has no one than this, 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

This is a quote from John 15.13, of-
ten (and appropriately) used at ANZAC 
day services. Jesus showed this love to us 
all. This is what we remember with our 
Good Friday services and walk - it is, for 
the Christian Church, a solemn day of 
remembrance and gratitude.  

Easter Day often starts with a Dawn 
service, a time for reflection. But here the 
similarities between the days end. Easter 
Day is a celebration that God raised Je-
sus from the dead, and offers us new life 
through him. Jesus has provided the way 
for us to have a restored relationship with 
God. That is the Good News that Chris-
tians seek to share with others. Christians 
still do stupid and wrong things, but 
God will forgive us, and we seek to for-
give others, though we some time make 
a mess of this too.

For Christians Easter is a time of re-
membrance followed by gratitude and 
finally celebration. If you would like to 
discuss Easter, ANZAC day or any other 
matter I am happy to visit with you. I 
wish you and your family a safe and en-
joyable Easter.  q

David Willsher,  
Rector of Elmore parish

Will you remember them? 
Will you remember him?

The Easter 
problem 2011
On Easter Monday, the Bendigo Eas-

ter Parade usually lines up outside 
the cathedral to start at midday. The pa-
rade is mostly about the Chinese com-
munity and ends with the longest Chi-
nese dragon in the world. Our Sunday 
School puts on a sausage sizzle and raises 
some extra money. 

This year, Easter Monday is also Anzac 
Day. In their wisdom, the parade organ-
isers decided that it should avoid that 
most holy Australian feast of Anzac Day 
and be moved to Easter Day, our most 
holy day of the year. I wrote a slightly 
rude letter and reminded them that we 
Christians had actually invented Easter, 
but they said it could not be helped. 

As a parish we have thought about 
it, worried about getting parking and 
whether the holy communion of the 
Aussie barbeque outside would challenge 
the Lord’s Supper inside, and what Chi-
nese dragons and lions had to do with 
Easter. So we’ve changed our worship 
times to 6am and 9am, hoping that we 
would miss most of the early traffic, and 
promoted the delicious choir breakfast at 
7.30am. But we want to do something in 
protest, but not sound wowserish. 

Our Easter signboard will read “EAS-
TER celebrated here since 1869” (be-
cause the cathedral opened in November 
1868). We will put up a banner saying 
something significant (but not wowser-
ish). At the end of worship, we will pro-
cess out into the gathering crowd and 
swing some incense, sing some hymns, 
ring some (hand) bells, and hand out 
Easter eggs. We will prepare the old rug-
ged cross of Good Friday with a banner 
that reads “Jesus Christ is risen today”, 
cover it in greenery and flowers and place 
it on the cathedral steps.

Any other ideas will be gratefully re-
ceived by the Dean - 5443 5061.  q

Peta Sherlock 
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Quambatook Co-
operating Church 
marks 20 years
continued from back page

an exorbitant fee – a thousand dollars 
more than our next best offer! We thought 
they were doing it to give money to our 
church without being seen to be biased. 
They sold it six months later for a profit: 
the floors were worth the money.”

As well as being entertained by the 
church’s history, all comers enjoyed great 
music from the locals, and a tremendous 
lunch spread featuring a 20th birthday 
cake cut by Doreen Williamson. 

Kerrie Graham spoke of the similar very 
positive atmosphere to 20 years earlier. “It 
was a great day. There was a lot of excite-
ment and expectation,” he stated. “It was 
a very courageous thing. What the people 
of Quambatook did ought to be a model 
for lots of other towns.”

A crepe myrtle was planted by commu-
nity stalwart Edie Elgin to mark the 20 
years. Part of the church for over 50 years, 
she spoke of the importance of encourag-
ing youth. “I think it’s important to look 
after the young ones. They’re the ones that 
take over when we’re gone. If you don’t 
have them the church goes back(wards).”

“We all get involved in the church. We 
have people from the Catholic Church 
who are a great help and we help them. 
We all work together in the end”.  q

Justin Millard

The Diocese of Bendigo expects the  
highest standards of professional service 

from its Clergy and Lay Ministers.

IF YOU HAVE A COMPLAINT

Please call (free) 1800 135 246
A phone call to the above number will mean  
that your complaint will be handled by the 

Director of Professional Standards.
The Diocese is a full participant in the  
Victorian Anglican Provincial Abuse  

and Harassment Protocol.
This is an independent, objective procedure 

adopted by the Diocese of Bendigo.

FAITH ON THE WEB

The web has heaps of interesting sites, 
as well as some poisonous spiders! 

Andrew Eaton, newly-ordained deacon 
with links to Africa and an interest in 
Orthodoxy, passes some favourites:

http://archbishop.anglicanchurchsa.org/

Blog of the Archbishop of Cape Town, Tha-
bo Makgoba – some striking sermons!

http://fatherstephen.wordpress.com/

A website offering a range of theological re-
sources from the Orthodox tradition, edited 
by a former US Anglican priest.

www.ekklesia.co.uk/

A comprehensive, long-established English 
site offering Christian viewpoints on a raft 
of current issues.

And for a bit of fun... 

www.stuffwhitechristianslike.com/

The Spirit would welcome other sug-
gestions for good surfing! q

Mystery worshipper 
at ordination

In England, the BBC has a regu-
lar ‘mystery worshipper’ report from 
a visitor to a Sunday service. One 
young person wrote this report to 
the family about the ordination (the 
first they had attended) at St Augus-
tine’s Inglewood on 19 March.

Watch this space – a mystery wor-
shipper may come to your church! 

I had planned to arrive a good 15 min-
utes early, thinking I would have time 

for a little wander around, but the road 
was lined with cars, and the first thing 
I had to do was find a place to park! I 
was glad to be in time to get a seat. The 
church was so full that a little way into 
the service the bishop asked if there were 
spare seats for the people standing at the 
back (there were just enough, I think!)

It was lovely to watch Jan and Sue be-
ing ‘priested’, though the actual part it-
self we couldn’t see - all the bishops and 
other people got round them like a rugby 
scrum, in a ‘laying of hands’. When Jan 
emerged she was wearing a lovely red 
robe with fishes on it, and at the front is 
a net - as she is studying the internet, it 
was doubly appropriate.

St Augustine’s is a beautiful church, 
though to a visiting non-Christian the 
service was long, and the pews were not 
comfortable. There was plenty to enjoy. 
A woman in the pew behind me sang 
beautifully, and the stained-glass win-
dows were lovely, although my camera 
couldn’t capture their colour.

A bishop was wearing cloth which 
reminded me of the tapa-cloth of New 
Guinea - it turned out he had spent 26 
years there, and was presented with these 
robes when he was made a bishop. I 
ended up staying a while to enjoy Bishop 
Jeremy’s costume. 

Once the service ended, the clergy set 
off in a procession and I stayed put - who 
hesitates is lost! It meant I was at the 
back of a very long queue, leaving very, 
very slowly.

There was a wonderful layout of sand-
wiches and cakes in the hall over the road 
- and it was packed with people. I then 
had a wander round Inglewood, a most 
beautiful town, and read historical no-
tices of the Great Fire of 1862!  q

NANNA’S FAVOURITE HYMN
There is a green hill far away, Cecil Frances 
Alexander (1818-95). Together in Song 350, 
Aust Hymn Book 265, Mission Praise 674

My first recollection of this hymn 
was my Nan singing it around 

the house. The words of John 19:17-18 
are clearly, simply expressed. Cecil Alex-
ander apparently wrote this hymn while 
nursing her ill daughter. She believed 
that spiritual concepts were best taught 
to children through music: I agree with 
this, so based my teaching around music. 

I wondered about the ‘green hill’, when 
the Holy Land is dry and arid. I was told 
the writer used to pass a green hill in 
County Derry which made her think of 
Calvary. Her hymns are inspired - others 
are the original ‘All things bright and beau-
tiful’ and “Once in royal David’s city’. Her 
words are simplicity itself, aimed at chil-
dren but with adult appeal and comfort.

O dearly, dearly has he loved, 
and we must love him too
and trust in his redeeming blood 
and try his works to do.
This verse could be the beginning of 

the rest of your life.

The tune was written by William Hors-
ley (1774-1858), an organist who helped 
found the London Philharmonic Society, 
and friend of Mendelsson. This melody is 
what he is best known for. Enjoy!  q

Coral Crook 



16  The Spirit April 2011

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

June 07 • The Spirit16

Bishop Andrew is having a break - but Jeremy Ashton, Alf Austin and  
Fiona Goy still find The Spirit fascinating reading! 

In May, Bishop Andrew was at the Burke & Wills tree,  
Curlewis Street, Swan Hill - a huge Morton Bay fig . 

The first correct answer came from Anjuli McConnell, Kerang - congratulations!

Where’s Andy?

The skate park at the back of the 
parish hall rings out each Saturday 
with peals of laughter. Jenny Parker, 

‘laughterologist’, leads the group, who 
guffaw, chortle, titter, giggle and discover 
more ways of laughing for half an hour. 

The group above are laughing for ‘World 
Laughter Day’, 6 May, created by Dr Madan 
Kataria, founder of Laughter Yoga. The 
laughter club is part of Maldon’s Mission 
Action Plan: Jenny sees this activity as 
further linking church and community.   

 Jan Harper

Maldon laughter club - it’s no joke!

Congregational members outside St Mark’s after the 
service of deconsecration on 6 May (L to R): Bev 
Richards, Bishop Andrew, Edie and Bill Duff, Dale 
and Don Gilmore, the Revd Heather Vander Reest.

Sunday 29 April saw celebrations at 
St Mark’s, Calivil, for 70 years of 
public worship. The following Sunday 

afternoon, however, saw its deconsecration 
as a place of worship, in a service of closure.

This final service was one of “solemnity 
and tears,” said the rector, Heather Vander 
Reest, “mixed with some levity”. Stories were 
shared over afternoon tea with the many 
visitors who had come to join the regular 
congregation of five. 

In the service, the congregation formally 
asked Bishop Andrew to deconsecrate 
the church building, and he presented a 
statement of closure. In accordance with his 
instruction, the items used for worship are 
to made available for use by other churches: 
it is enviasged that they will be placed with 
the church at Bears Lagoon.

Bishop Andrew preached on the reading 
for the day, Revelation 21, with its promise 
that the risen Lord Jesus is always with us, 
wherever we are. 

GOLD COIN Sunday - July 8 
Give a gold coin for The Spirit! 

Diocesan funds heavily subsidise The 
Spirit and we readers need to do 
more. Currently each parish pays a 

small contribution. I reckon it’s a great paper, 
one we can be proud of - do you agree?

It is suggested that on July 8 in every 
parish there might be a gold coin collection 
for The Spirit. If each parishioner gave a dollar 
or two it would be a considerable boost to 
our paper. Some parishes may want to give 
a significant donation, even offer to sponsor 
the paper for an issue or two. Give it some 
thought and prayer, but please take some 
action and help the ministry of The Spirit. 

Ken Parker, chair of the editorial board

Farewell to St Mark’s Calivil

A company with experience and consistent results,  
and one who really listens to your needs 

For Active and Personal Real Estate 
Established 1976  52 Mitchell Street, Bendigo Ph: 5440 9500

151 McCrae Street Bendigo
12 Victoria Street Eaglehawk

P. 5441 5577
www.williamfarmer.com.au

A tradition that continues...

Caring at a time of need

Quambatook Co-operating Church 
celebrated 20 years of services in 

their new building on Sunday 20 March. 

The day was a great success with more 
than 80 people joining the celebration 
service, thoroughly enjoying themselves.

Esteemed guests taking part in the 
service included those who had opened 
the church two decades earlier, past par-
ish priest Stephen May and former UCA 
Synod Moderator Kerrie Graham, along 
with Gannawarra Cluster team leader, 
Simon Robinson and local Uniting Min-
ister, David Manzoney.

The service was broken up to allow 
the crowd to enjoy anecdotes about the 
church and the people who helped shape 
it. Many of the stories highlighted the 
positive changes that have been made in 
the Quambatook community.

Graeme Mann had the whole building 
laughing when he spoke of old times. “In 
the old days they’d lock up the organ so 
the Methodists couldn’t use it.”

Early days

Graeme then spoke of the early days 
of the co-operating church. “It was 

with great trepidation I stepped into the 
Anglican Church. It felt a bit strange. 
But now I feel as much Anglican as Unit-
ing or Presbyterian.”

Stephen May also spoke with great 
enthusiasm about the trials overcome to 
build the new church.

“We sold the Anglican rectory, and the 
Littler Hall was the last to go. The Trac-
tor Pull Association offered to buy it for

Continued on page 11

Photos: Lana Hosking   Left: Planting the anniversary tree.              Above: the choir in full voice.
Right: Doreen Williamson cuts the  cake.

When I was told that Kangaroo Flat 
parish would give me a chasuble 

for my ordination as a priest I was delight-
ed, especially as I had the opportunity to 
design it. Diana Smith, who had made the 
stole for my deaconing, agreed to make it, 
and I was keen to have them match. 

The net image is powerful for me - a 
symbol of ministry encouraging connec-
tions through God, within the church 
and into the greater community ... and 
even into cyberspace: I was working on 
my last Diploma of Ministry unit, on the 
topic ‘the church and the internet’. 

I was deaconed on St Andrew’s Day, 
2009, hearing Jesus’ well-known words,  
“‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for 
people.’ Immediately they left their nets 
and followed him.” (Matthew 4.18-20). 
St Andrew’s cross, in the form of crossed 
fish, is on each end of the stole. 

I decided I would like a net and fish on 
the chasuble, within a landscape of sea 
and rising sun. The back would repeat 
the crossed fish, and the net continue 
over the shoulder to the cross. The dawn 
theme was inspired by Luke 1.78-79 and 
John 21.4-6. The fish are different colours 
representing the diversity of the world’s 
people: on one is written the Greek for 

fish, i[cqu~, 
a key sym-
bol for early 
Christians. 

I left it to 
Diana’s genius 
to work out 
how it would 
all fit together! 
And I was de-
lighted with 
the result, 
even moreso  
when I wore it 
(see photo above right).

When I had designed the net to con-
nect with the ‘fish cross’, I had not re-
alised what a powerful impact it has go-
ing over my shoulder. I get a real feeling 
of hauling the catch in. The sea is chop-
pier than I anticipated, but that is appro-
priate, too! I keep seeing more connec-
tions in the design.

In a book received as an ordination gift, 
Mother Teresa writes, ‘Joy is the net of 
love by which you can catch souls.’  It’s a 
pity we wear red so rarely! I will be focus-
sing on martyr’s  days whenever I can!  q

Jan Harper

Fish, nets, dawn and the cross: reflec tions on a new chasuble

Quambatook Co-operating Church marks 20 years


