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COOL WORLD

On Tuesday 4 December 1956, mu-
sic history was made at Sun Stu-

dios in Memphis, Tennessee when Elvis 
Presley, Carl Perkins, Jerry Lee Lewis and 
Johnny Cash were together at the same 
time. Carl Perkins was there to record 
some new material with his trio, aug-
mented on that day by the then relatively 
unknown Jerry Lee Lewis on piano. 
Johnny Cash maintains in his autobiog-
raphy that he was the first to arrive, while 
Elvis Presley arrived with his girlfriend 
Marilyn Evans early in the afternoon.

As the four musi-
cians began chatting 
and eventually jam-
ming together, stu-
dio engineer Cow-
boy Jack Clement 
commented, “I think 
I’d be remiss not to 
record this.” And so 
he did – and the rest 
is history. Dubbed 
The Million Dollar 
Quartet, this was 
perhaps the first su-
pergroup, and the legend surrounding 
those recordings continues to grow. For-
tunately the sessions are available today 
on compact disc and we get some early 
interpretations of songs that would go 
on to be million sellers: ‘Don’t be Cruel’, 
‘Love Me Tender’, ‘Brown Eyed Hand-
some Man’ along with several Gospel 
tunes, where many believe Elvis really 
excelled, are belted out in uninhibited 
fashion by a once in a lifetime ensemble.

Fast forward to late 2010, and four 
enterprising Australian musicians – 

Nick Barker, James Blundell, Dave Lar-
kin and pianist Ezra Lee – put together 
a musical tribute to those legendary Sun 
Studio sessions in a show called The Ulti-
mate Rock’n’Roll Jam Session. 

Cool World finally got to see this won-
derful show a couple of months ago at The 
Forum in Melbourne. Interspersed with 
some historical insights into those leg-
endary recordings, Barker, Blundell, Lar-
kin and Lee, together with a three piece 
trio, sang and played their way through 
many of The Million Dollar Quartet’s set 
list along with a few classics made famous 

by Cash, Lewis, Perkins and Presley as in-
dividual performers. As a keen student of 
music history, this was a rare opportunity 
to learn something about an event about 
which I knew little. And of course the 
music was an absolute treat. 

But the real highlight was the dancing. 
My only claim to fame in the art of danc-
ing was years ago at a Parish Deb Ball held 
at St Paul’s Anglican Church in Burwood, 
Sydney when I tripped the light fantas-
tic with Lady Sonia McMahon, and it’s 
been all downhill ever since, including 

an impromptu 
‘waltz’ outside St 
Martin’s Charlton, 
the result of an ill-
advised wager!

I’m in the mi-
nority who think 
TV dance shows 
(Dancing with the 
Stars, So You Think 
You Can Dance) 
are nothing more 
than bad gymnas-
tics performed to 

bad music. So to witness dancing as it once 
was and still should be was an absolute de-
light. The Forum had cleared a space for a 
dance floor, and many couples and a few 
random individuals – not including me 
I hasten to add – danced the night away 
from pretty much the moment The Ulti-
mate Rock’n’Roll Jam Session hit the stage 
with Johnny Cash’s ‘Ghost Riders in the 
Sky’. And as the tempo continued to rise 
late into the evening, the well executed 
rock’n’roll dance moves held my attention 
almost as much as the music.

The Million Dollar Quartet was a rare 
moment in music history and has left 
us a priceless musical legacy. So if James 
Blundell and his colleagues decide to dust 
off their blue suede shoes again, do your-
self a favour and grab a ticket or two for 
one of the best nights you’re likely to have.

Come into my Cool World next month 
as we check in with Midsomer Murders 
and see how the new DCI Barnaby has 
settled in.  q

Canon John Fowler  
Parish of Charlton / Donald

Dancing by 
squares

Left to right: Jerry Lee Lewis, Carl Perkins, Elvis 
Presley (at the keyboard), Johnny Cash.

The ‘new’ 
hymn makers – 
take two
While I was growing up there was a 

great song, ‘Why should the devil 
have all the good music?’ by Larry Nor-
man (1947-2008). Music can be many 
things to people, so why not use music 
to great benefit within the church? If the 
music encourages young people to at-
tend church, their journey can begin.

While away recently I attended several 
services. The first used music written in 
the 21st century, the church was full and 
all age groups were represented. The sec-
ond used music from the 16th and 18th 
centuries and there were more in the 
choir than the congregation. So maybe 
the choice of music is more important 
than some believe.

In the 1960s I purchased a book 
Nine Carols or Ballads by Sydney Cart-
er (1915-2004). Carter was an English 
poet, songwriter and folk musician. Two 
of his songs have made it into our hymn 
books: ‘Lord of the Dance’ (AHB 183, 
TiS 242) and ‘When I needed a neigh-
bour’ (AHB 228 and TiS 629). 

The music for ‘Lord of the Dance’ was 
adapted by Carter from a traditional 
tune, ‘Simple gifts’, credited to Shaker 
Elder Joseph Brackett in 1848. The Shak-
ers began in England and were so named 
as they worshipped by ecstatic dance. 
By dancing, sin was purged from the 
body by the Holy Spirit, they believed. 
In 1774 the Shaker-style was taken to 
America by Ann Lee (1736-1784). 

Music was considered a spiritual gift, 
new music was an inspiration and so was 
written down as it happened. Shakers 
had their own way of writing the mu-
sic but used European scales and modes. 
The ‘Simple gifts’ tune was also used by 
Aaron Copland in ‘Appalachian Spring’.

Recently a friend invited me to a ‘Messy 
church’ service, based on a chorus I learnt 
as a child - ‘The wise man built his house 
upon the rock’. Nobody in church would 
have forgotten the Bible reading this song 
was based on (Matthew 7:24-29). 

People learn by doing. Singing is doing, 
so why not make it relevant to today?  q

Coral Crook
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Creative Capers for Kids, a holiday out-

reach activity program for Primary 
School children, was a big hit at St Peter’s 
parish centre Elmore on the first Wednesday 
of the school holidays. 

The children indulged in figurine painting, 
model plane making, creative paper work, 
colourful elastic band butterflies on craft-
wood, cake decorating and origami. 

Drinks, fruit and biscuits for afternoon tea 
and a short movie telling of God’s love for 
each of them finished off the afternoon. 

Thirty-five very happy children went home 
loaded up with their creations. With more 
children than we were able to cater for, it is 
hoped to hold a similar program again for 
those who missed out these holidays. 

The following Friday a children’s movie af-
ternoon was also held at St Peter’s. q

Sandra Clayton,  
Elmore Parish
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A new playground for Holy Trinity 
Flora Hill was opened on Sunday 19 

June and dedicated by Bishop Ron Stone.

Gordon Hensley led the project: the 
photo above shows him cutting the rib-
bon to allow some eager young boys in to 
enjoy the new facility! q
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The Revd Steve Weickhardt (left) with UCA 
Presbytery Officer Mike Lewis (right).
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When Connor’s family contacted 
Strathfieldsaye Uniting Church 

to have him baptised, and Mason’s fam-
ily contacted Steve Weickhardt (Angli-
can Minister in Strathfieldsaye) to have 
Mason baptised, Sunday 3 July was pen-
cilled in for both baptisms. But how to 
honour the traditions of both Uniting 
and Anglican heritage that each family 
was looking for?

So Steve and Mike Lewis (Loddon 
Mallee UCA Presbytery Minister) put 
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