














BOOK REVIEW Run with the
Horses, by Eugene H. Peterson

Icommend this
revised 2009
edition of Eugene

RUN weed the
HORSES

Petersons  book
on Jeremiah. The
challenges he
faced can chal-

lenge, inspire and

PETERSON

comfort us as we

aspire to live life at its best. Each chapter
has a theme that could be used as the basis
for teaching / sermon material.

The way Peterson translates the book
makes it particularly accessible. Thus he
renders chapter 15:15ff, where Jeremiah
speaks plainly with God of the pain and
disillusion he is suffering, as follows:

You know where I am, God!
Remember what I'm doing here!

1 never joined the party crowd in
their laughter and their fun.

Led by you I went off by myself.
Youd filled me with indignation.
Their sin had me seething.

But why, why this chronic pain,
this ever worsening wound,
and no healing in sight?

You're nothing, God, but a mirage,
a lovely oasis in the distance
— and then nothing!

Added to the tempting title and the
accessible biblical translation, Peterson
offers a deepening thought from another
source. He quotes Therese of Lisieux:
“Talking to God, I felt, is always better
than talking about God; those pious con-
versations — there’s always a touch of self-
approval about them.”

Sub-headings in each chapter help the
reader to see at a glance and hold the
thread of what is being explored. For
Chapter 8, “The ever worsening wound’,
these are: a praying prophet, the intimacy
of prayer, loneliness, hurt, anger, repen-
tance, re-establishing priorities, renewal,
running with the horses.

As a parish priest, I was deeply encour-
aged by the observation that God consid-
ers a quorum to be ‘where two or three
are gathered together in his name’.

I encourage you to buy this book, read
it, lend it to a friend. Savour a chapter
each day and pause for reflection. I have
a whole new appreciation of Jeremiah,

who has often had bad press. 4
Heather Vander Reest

COOL WORLD

Midsomer old is new again

When John Nettles made the deci-
sion to leave Midsomer Murders
and return to the stage, there was no
shortage of speculation as to whether this
would spell the end of this long-running
and much loved British television crime
drama. But this is British TV after all,
where the motto ‘the show must go on’
takes on a new meaning that is really say-
ing “the show must go on, even if most of
the original cast have moved on!”

Welcome into my Cool World as we
look at the cast changes that have recent-
ly taken place on Midsomer Murders, that
most polite of all British crime shows
where murder most foul is carried out in
the nicest possible way and in the most
picturesque of surroundings.

The key to a succesful television show
is to know when its time to pull up
stakes. John Nettles, who played DCI
Tom Barnaby of Causton CID for thir-
teen seasons, felt the time was right to
leave — and not just because he wanted to
spend his retirement treading the boards.

Nettles truly believed that it was best
to go out on a high, and when viewers
still liked him and would miss him. Sad-
ly, many characters and the shows from
which they hail fail to see the signs or
simply refuse to do so.

British television seems to be a law
unto itself insofar as not actually decid-
ing that a once succesful show has had its
day, but re-jigging its format and/or writ-
ing out popular characters and replacing
them with someone with a vague link or
family tie to the character they have re-
placed. The long-running Heartbeat is a
case in point. Umpteen seasons after the
beloved Kate Rowan had died and her
husband Nick had remarried and moved
to Canada, we were still being asked to
tune in and watch the latest bunch of ec-
centrics strut their stuff in Aidensfield,
Ashfordly and beyond. That the show fi-
nally bowed out last year, a mere shadow
of its former self, is a salient reminder
that too much of a good thing may not
be a good thing after all.

Enter actor Neil Dudgeon, who had
previously cut his teeth in such iconic pro-

Casualty, as DCI John Barnaby, younger
cousin of the aforementioned Tom Barn-
aby. Cynics may have wonderd if this
was nothing more than a vain attempt to
prolong a popular and high rating show,
but after a slow beginning in which the
new DCI displays all his idiocyncracies,
and DS Ben Jones expresses at length his
disappointment at being passed over in fa-
vour of an outsider, the new DCI Barnaby

shows himself to be a quality thief taker.

John Barnaby’s methods may be a tad
unorthodox and his reliance on psychol-
ogy a source of amusement to DS Jones,
but he does get the job done. And while
it is early days, and only four episodes
of season fourteen have screened here
in Australia, the signs are encouraging.
Maybe the Brits have defied conven-
tion yet again, and re-invented a popular
show in spite of every instinct that would
suggest otherwise.

Come into my Cool World next month
as we deleve into the best and the worst
of popular culture. 4

Canon John Fowler
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Do you paper recycle The Spirit?

Why not share it first with a friend,
or place in a local waiting room ?
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yneton’s Anglican, Baptist, Catholic

nd Uniting churches co-operated

in an auction to support African famine

relief on Sunday 28 August. The concept,

developed by Ruth Murphy, was quickly
accepted by all four churches.

A series of truly delicious meals was
devised by Kyneton children, which then
become the virtual meals auctioned by lo-
cal auctioneer Kieran McGrath. The high-
est bidder for each meal got to pay for it
— but in return received a handful of dust.

The Uniting church kicked off the ap-
peal with $1,000 from their op shop: the
Catholics responded with $5,000 from
theirs. One woman paid for a sausage
with a $1,000 cheque ... The total raised
was a staggering $15,230.00! The funds
are being sent to AngliCord, which has
close contacts in the affected areas. U

Rob Hardy
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n Sunday 7 August, Willy and
Jeff Maddock celebrated their
40™ wedding anniversary with the par-
ish aHgBl ico North, having had a
a‘y\yq@_wlgleplwly pusl friends che

previous day.

The couple were blessed by associate
priest, the Revd Terry Templer, during
the service. Willy and Kathryn Barton,
accompanied by Laura Hanson, sang
TJesu Joy of Man’s Desiring,” which had
been played at the wedding.

Parishioners enjoyed ‘high morning
tea followed by games such as musical
chairs and a simple folk dance. Joy, love
and laughter marked the whole occasion.
This was particularly important for ev-
eryone in the parish, as there have been
a number of significant bereavements in
the parish recently.

The parish presented Jeff and Willy
with a glorious ruby-coloured plate. Ex-
tra funds were also made available for
them to use as they chose.

On Saturday 20 August, celebra-
tions in Bendigo North parish

moved to the new home of Judy Mo-
roni. Forty guests — parishioners, neigh-
bours and friends — joined in the service
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y own.

This was the culmination of a very long
and complicated process during which
Judy had shown much courage, perse-
verance and faith. All present were de-
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v lighted to raise a toast to Judy and show
s L chowrmuch we admired her strength and

hopefulness. 4
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